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March / April 2025
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February: The Board met on February 12th.
Two Haul Road DCS applications were
presented and approved. Shilah and Dana
provided a recap of the SDAO Conference in
Bend, as well as shared the video that was
played during the ceremony honoring Josh
Thompson with the Legacy of Service Award.
The board approved the Josh Thompson
Memorial donation for the South Wasco
School District. Staff provided brief updates
on some of our ongoing projects. Partner
updates were provided by NRCS, FSA, OSU
Extension and Wy'East RC&D. Shilah reviewed
current and active grants, and Drake
provided an update on upcoming watershed
council meetings and agenda items.
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Splinters from the Board

March: The board met on March 12th and
welcomed new watershed technician intern
Allie Marker to the team. There were 4 DCS
applications  that were presented and
approved (2 irrigation updates, 1 haul road,
and 1 cross fence). Updates from past fire
seasons, as well as ongoing projects were
shared. Another key topic in this meeting was
discussing the weed program in Wasco
County. The board discussed the future of the
weed program and approved the SWCD to
hire two seasonal staff for weed control along
the Lower Deschutes and the Mt Hood
National Forest. The board also heard
updates from out partners, NRCS, FSA, and
Wy'East RC&D.

watershed
council g
updatesg

The Dalles Watershed Council met on March 12th, and discussed the
Pesticide Stewardship Partnership program in detail, including
current trends, and future actions to reduce pesticide detections
within The Dalles area. Additionally, they also received updates on
their Winter E. coli sampling efforts, as well as the Mill Creek Fish
Monitoring project.

Fifteenmile Council met March 19th to receive their yearly Pesticide
Stewardship Partnership presentation from DEQ, as well as an
update on the Fifteenmile MUS project from the geological
consultants working on the project.

The Mosier Watershed Council will meet on April 29th, with topics
that will include their annual well level data presentation, as well as
an update on the Mosier Million #2 project.

Bakeoven / Buck Hollow watershed council will plan to host a meeting
this spring.

The Coordinating Board will meet next on April 9th following the
SWCD board meeting. The watershed councils recently submitted a
capacity grant through OWEB for the upcoming fiscal year. This
round of funding required a Work Plan that was developed based on
the 2015 Action Plan, the recently submitted TA grant, as well as
ongoing and developing restoration projects throughout the County.
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he worst storm of
the dust bowl was on
April 14, 1935
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Black Sunday, April 14, 1935, marked one of the most
devastating dust storms of the American Dust Bowl era. On
that afternoon, a massive black cloud descended upon the
Great Plains, transforming day into night across parts of five
states.

The storm began when a cold front collided with the drought-
stricken plains, where years of excessive plowing and
cultivation had left the topsoil vulnerable to erosion. Winds
reaching 60 miles per hour lifted an estimated 300 million tons
of soil into the air, creating a wall of dust over 10,000 feet high

that rolled across the landscape. Residents described the
approaching cloud as resembling "a range of mountains" on
the harizon. As it hit, visibility dropped to mere inches. People
were caught outdoors, disoriented in the darkness, struggling
to breathe as fine dust filled their lungs. Many suffered from
"dust pneumonia," while livestock died from suffocation.

The Black Sunday storm became a defining symbol of the Dust
Bowl tragedy and helped catalyze government action through
soil conservation programs. The ecological and human toll of
Black Sunday prompted significant changes in American
agriculture. The federal government established the Sail
Conservation Service (now the Natural Resources Conservation
Service) to promote sustainable land management techniques
like contour plowing, crop rotation, and windbreaks. Farmers
who had once stripped away native grasses for wheat fields
began implementing these new methods to anchor the soil.
Meanwhile, thousands of displaced families migrated westward
seeking work and relief from the environmental catastrophe
that had consumed their homes and livelihoods.
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Farm Service Agency

The USDA announced the 2025 enrollment periods for key safety-net
programs including the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) and Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC). Agricultural
producers can submit applications to FSA for ARC and PLC for the 2025
crop year from January 21 to April 15 and for DMC for the 2025
coverage year from January 29 to March 31.

ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial
drops in crop prices or revenues and are vital economic safety nets for
most American farms. DMC provides dairy producers with price
support to help offset milk and feed price differences.

Please call the FSA office for more information and to schedule
your signup and reporting appointments as soon as practical.

Wy'East RC&D

Wy'East and the SWCD were awarded a Community Renewable Energy
Program Grant last fall through the Oregon Department of Energy.
Wy'East will be deploying mobile battery storage and EV charging units
throughout Wasco County. Be on the lookout for these units this
spring! The WyEast team will be at the Central Oregon Ag Show on
March 29th tabling with Energy Trust of Oregon. Lastly, there is a new
face at the service center. Dana Morantes started in January as the
Rural Energy Project Manager, check out her bio on our website to get
to know her.

(ObhNoxious weeds

Butterfly bush  Buddieja davidii

The butterfly bush (Buddleja davidii), also commonly known
as a summer lilac, embodies a conservation challenge for
most of the Western part of the state. In Eastern Oregon,
only Wasco and Umatilla County has reported feral butterfly
bush populations. This ornamental shrub, with its purple
flower clusters and sweet fragrance, has escaped gardens to
become a problematic invasive throughout the Pacific
Northwest.

Native to China and introduced to North America in the
early 1900s, butterfly bush produces up to three million
wind-dispersed seeds per plant, enabling rapid spread
across Wasco County's landscapes. It thrives in disturbed
areas like roadside ditches, riverbanks, and forest clearings.
This species can dominate open habitats and poses an
ecological threat to dry-land meadows and open slopes.
Despite attracting pollinators, butterfly bush threatens local
ecosystems by outcompeting native vegetation, establishing
dense thickets that alter wildlife habitat, providing nectar
without the larval food sources native butterflies need, and
potentially changing soil chemistry to favor other invasives.
While complete eradication is unlikely, residents can help by
removing butterfly bush from their gardens and choosing
native plants that provide similar aesthetic appeal while
supporting local ecosystems.

The butterfly bush serves as a reminder that even beautiful
plants can disrupt ecological balances when introduced to
new environments.

USDA

Oregon State University
Extension Service

OSU Extension

Stay tuned for upcoming Crop Tour dates in both Wasco
and Sherman Counties. To reach your local OSU Extension
office contact Jacob Powell at 541-298-3581 or email
jacob.powell@oregonstate.edu.

NRCS

e Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) contracts
from 2021 should be receiving renewal -eligibility
notices via letters in the mail. Those documents sent to
you must be turned in to me by June 20, 2025. There is
no penalty for not applying for renewal; you are still
welcome to apply for future CSP sign-ups.

e Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
applications are accepted year-round. The cutoff for
NRCS to receive applications for our next funding cycle
(2026) will likely be in Fall 2025. Please reach out to
Emily Huth to learn about EQIP opportunities in the
county. Emily.Huth@usda.gov or 541-298-8559 ext.
117

NRCS would also like to welcome Justin McLaughlin to
the team. Justin has filled the role of ODFW/NRCS
partner liaison, which was previously held by Hilary
Doulos.
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Photos from ODA noxious weed control program profile page.
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/weeds/oregon-noxious-
weeds/Pages/default.aspx




Purple broomrape
Aphyllon purpureum

Article by Kristin Currin at
Humble Roots Nursery

The purple, tubular flowers of Aphyllon purpureum can be found blooming
in spring on short leafless stems. The size of this curious plant causes it to
often go unnoticed in the seasonally moist meadows and open areas hg,
where it grows. As a parasitic plant, this small beauty lacks any chlorophyll '*"' 1
and derives all of its nutrients from host plants by using specialized roots i
to invade the roots of its host. Host plants for this PNW native wildflower
include members of the saxifrage family, such as prairie stars. There are a
few species of Aphyllon found in our area that come in a range of colors,
each with their own specific host plants.

The National Association of Conservation Districts
S d h . W k NACD Stewardship Week is one of the largest
tewa r S I p e e national programs to promote natural resource
conservation.
Celebrated annually since 1955 between the last
0 ' Sunday in April and the first Sunday in May, NACD
. Stewardship Week reminds us of our individual
IS Where the 'y responsibilities to care for natural resources.

(]
I I a b I t a t iS The Wasco County Soil and Water Conservation

District has participated in Stewardship Week

@ NACD 2025 through educational events, celebrations and

contests for over 20 years!

best practices for using Imidacloprid and Malathion

Understanding Imidacloprid and Malathion: Best Practices for Agriculturalists and Backyard Gardeners
Imidacloprid and Malathion are two widely used insecticides that help control a variety of pests in both agricultural and garden settings.
While effective, it's important to use these chemicals responsibly to minimize their impact on the environment and beneficial insects like
bees. Recent water sampling by the Wasco County Pesticide Stewardship Partnership (PSP) in 2024 detected malath|on in l\/|||| Creek and
both malathion and imidacloprid in Threemile Creek, highlighting the need for careful management. : =

Best Practices for Using Imidacloprid and Malathion: |
Read Labels Carefully: Always follow the manufacturer's instructions on the product label to |
ensure correct dosage and application. L
Timing is Key: Apply these insecticides when pests are most active, typically during the early “"'5
morning or late evening, avoiding blooming periods to protect pollinators.

Targeted Application: Apply the insecticide directly to affected plants, minimizing the risk to non
target plants and the environment, taking special care to avoid drift to waterways.

Protective Measures: \Wear protective gear and keep pets and children away from treated areas
until the product has dried. g
Monitor and Adjust: Regularly check plants for pest activity and adjust applications as needed to 3
avoid overuse, which can lead to pest resistance.

Consider Alternatives: Explore natural pest management solutions like neem oil, insecticidal
soap, and introducing beneficial insects for an environmentally friendly approach.

By following these best practices, agriculturalists and backyard gardeners can effectively manage 8
pests while protecting the environment and beneficial insects. Responsible use of imidacloprid
and malathion not only ensures plant health but also contributes to a healthier ecosystem.



Oregon Water Resources Bills Currently Moving Through Congress:

Water resources are a hot topic in Oregon, with many different stakeholders, land uses, and enterprises interested in the shared
resource. Below is a list of some of the bills relating to water resources management that are currently moving through Congress.

Senate Bill 76: Directs the Water Resources Department to study groundwater permit requirements for small agricultural parcels.
Directs the department to submit a report to the interim committees of the Legislative Assembly related to natural resources not later
than September 15, 2026.

House Bill 3372: The Act tells an agency to study exempt uses of water. Directs the Water Resources Department to study exempt
uses of water. Directs the department to submit findings to the interim committees of the Legislative Assembly related to water not
later than September 15, 2026.

Senate Bill 427: The Act prohibits certain changes related to water that will reduce the flow of streams. Prohibits certain proposed
changes related to the appropriation or use of water that will result in the diminishment of streamflow.

House Bill 2988: In consultation with the Department of Environmental Quality, the Oregon Health Authority, other state agencies
are interested parties, the Water Resources Department shall identify and reduce barriers to, and develop technical assistance
resources to support, expanded beneficial aquifer recharge and aquifer storage and recovery in Oregon.

House Bill 2168: The Act tells an entity to create a program for helping households that rely on water wells or septic systems. The Act
gives money for other purposes related to water wells and septic systems. Instructs the Oregon State University Extension Service to
establish a program for providing assistance to households that rely on wells for drinking water or septic systems for wastewater
treatment. Appropriates moneys to the Higher Education Coordinating Commission out of the General Fund for distribution to the
extension service for implementing the program. Appropriates moneys to the Water Resources Department out of the General Fund
for deposit into the Water Well Abandonment, Repair and Replacement Fund. Appropriates moneys to the Department of
Environmental Quality out of the General Fund for the septic system low-interest loan programs. Declares an emergency, effective on
passage.

announcements & important dates

Late SWCD Assistant Manager, Josh Thompson was awarded the Legacy of Service award at the SDAO conference earlier this
year. A beautiful video honoring Josh was shared during the ceremony. To watch the full video use the link below:
https://youtu.be/EERXXUhgxdA

e The next regularly scheduled board meetings will be held on April 9th and May 14th, at 1:00pm at the
USDA Service Center in The Dalles.

e Listen for SWCD & Partner updates on the KODL Coffee Break the first Monday of each month at 10:07 AM
on 1440 AM Radio, 100.7 FM or streaming online at kodl.com.

e Upcoming office closures: May 26th, Memorial Day and June 19th, for Juneteenth.

e If you would like to receive this newsletter digitally please email wasco@wascoswcd.org.
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