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Watersheds

Drake Gilbert – Watershed Coordinator & FAST/Flow
Restoration Lead
Drake Gilbert has been a cornerstone of the District since
2020, serving as the Watershed Coordinator. He works
closely with the chairs of all five watershed councils,
organizing quarterly meetings, preparing minutes, and
coordinating presentations from partner agencies. Drake
also leads the FAST and Flow Restoration programs,
helping protect stream temperatures and improve water
quantity across the region. When he’s not behind the
scenes planning meetings, you’ll likely find him out in the
field conducting water quality monitoring or analyzing
data to share with council members.

Allie Marker – Watershed Technician
Allie Marker joined the SWCD team in early 2025 and has
hit the ground running. As the Watershed Technician,
she’s been learning the ropes of water quality monitoring,
E. coli sampling, and FAST program support. Allie also
assists with taking council meeting minutes and has been
working closely with Wasco County on defensible space
assessments to support wildfire resilience. In addition,
she’s been helping implement the District’s Cost Share
program and providing technical assistance to
landowners. Her enthusiasm and adaptability have made
her a valuable addition to the team.

The Wasco County Watershed Councils continued their vital work
in FY 2024–2025, advancing restoration, monitoring, and strategic
planning across five active watersheds: Mosier, Fifteenmile, The
Dalles, White River, and Bakeoven/Buck Hollow. With a strong
foundation of updated assessments and active community
engagement, the councils are shaping a resilient future for local
ecosystems. 

Watershed Council Coordinating Team

Abbie Forrest – Program Manager & Council
Support
With nearly 13 years at the District, Abbie Forrest
brings a wealth of experience and steady
leadership to the watershed program. She
continues to support Drake and the councils by
managing grants and contracts, coordinating
projects, and facilitating Coordinating Board
meetings. Abbie also plays a key role in
implementing major initiatives like the Highline
Irrigation Project and the Bakeoven Watershed
Restoration Project. Her deep knowledge of the
region and commitment to collaborative
conservation make her an essential part of the
team.

Watershed Council Members

Mary Bushman, Wade Root, Kris McNall,
Jim Reed, Peter Dalke

Bill Hammel, Phil Kaser, Jim Olson, Monte
Wasson, David Brewer, Mike Kelly, Bob
Durham, Merle Keys, Kendall Johnson

Pat Davis, Herb Snodgrass, Roy Groce,
Ken Martin, Dan Van Vactor

Bob Krein, Blaine Carver, Vicki Ashley,
Jerod Warnock, Randy Warnock

Ken Bailey, Martha Blair, Steve Byers,
John Nelson, Debbie Ferrer
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Following the 2023 updates to the watershed assessments, the
councils are preparing to revise and update their Watershed
Council Action Plans in 2025. Funding was secured through OWEB
in late 2024 and a new contract is in place with John Runyon and
the Watershed Professionals Network (WPN). John completed the
2015 Action Plans for the councils, as well as the 2022 watershed
assessments updates. These updates will incorporate new
priorities based on climate resilience, fire risk, and water allocation
challenges. The updated assessments and online progress
tracker developed by WPN, will be a crucial tool to document
progress while implementing restoration and outreach activities
identified the Action Plan and strategize future efforts.

Action Plan 2025

Steelhead Status & Trend
Monitoring

Water Quality & Quantity

Upland and Rangeland
Enhancements

The Dalles Watershed Fish Monitoring project
concluded its final year of operations. The screw trap
in Mill Creek was decommissioned, marking the end of
efforts to establish smolt production and smolt-to-
adult return (SAR) estimates for ESA-listed species.
Fifteenmile Fish Monitoring continues under an OWEB
grant through 2027. However, monitoring activities
ended early this season due to low stream flows and
equipment malfunction.

Pesticide Stewardship Partnership (PSP): Continued
sampling in Mill Creek and Threemile Creek.
Malathion and Glyphosate detections were lower in
concentration than previous years. Outreach and
education efforts were supported through council
and stakeholder meetings.
Chenoweth Creek Restoration: Completed in-stream
work including installation of Large Woody Debris,
weed control, trail signage, and community trash
removal events.
E. coli Monitoring: The Dalles E.coli monitoring added
new sites further up the Skyline and Whisky Gulch
tributaries this year, reflecting their focus on these
areas of the watershed as they try to address E,.coli
contamination issues within Mill Creek.
FAST (Fifteenmile Action to Stabilize Temperatures):
OWEB and DEQ funding supported another
successful season. No stream temperature alerts
were issued in 2024. A new OWEB grant and
additional DEQ funding were secured for 2025. The
FAST plan will be updated in winter, with signups
beginning in March.
White River Irrigation Project: Most irrigation
upgrades completed. One landowner is finalizing
system and fish screen design with ODFW. Project
completion expected Fall 2025.

Over half of landowner projects have been
completed for the Bakeoven Watershed Uplands
Restoration project. Remaining work includes juniper
removal, fencing, and livestock water developments
scheduled for winter and spring. Additional rejuvra
spraying and vegetation enhancements approved to
utilize remaining funds. This project funding has been
extended another year to allow for landowners to
identify and complete additional restoration
activities.

Groundwater
Mosier Million #2: Four wells have been completed
and three have been decommissioned. Two
additional wells have been selected for repair, and a
water rights transfer is pending for one irrigation well.
The remaining wells are scheduled to be completed
by Fall 2025. Outreach and technical assistance are
ongoing to support landowners and ensure successful
implementation.


